Primary auditory neuropathy - an enigma.
To report audiological and neuroradiological findings in patients with primary auditory neuropathy (PAN) from a tertiary institution in south India. The auditory profiles in 24 patients were analyzed along with neurological and radiological findings. Puretone audiometry showed varied hearing acuity and configuration. The syllable recognition score (n=15) was above 80% except in three. The dichotic digit test (n=11) showed bilateral suppression except in two who showed unilateral suppression. The auditory brainstem responses and the acoustic stapedius reflex were absent with distortion product otoacoustic emission (DPOAE) present in all. The neurological and radiological studies were normal. The audiological profile is consistent with the presence of DPOAE and absence of acoustic stapedius reflex and auditory brainstem responses. In patients with adequately preserved syllable recognition in quiet conditions, there was a significantly poor performance on dichotic digit test. As these patients had no neurological deficits and absence of specific etiological factors, we propose to use the term PAN for this entity.